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Welcome to the 11th Biennial SCRA Conference 
Hosted by the University of La Verne 

 

 
Welcome to Pasadena and to the 11th Biennial Conference of the Society for Community Research and Action 
(SCRA), hosted by the University of La Verne!   The theme of the 11th Biennial is Community and Culture: 
Implications for Policy, Social Justice, and Practice.  A wide range of presentations this weekend will address the 
implications of Community and Culture. Culture, often thought of in terms of race and ethnicity, is more broadly 
defined to encompass other shared meanings, for example, in linguistic, gender, generation, sexual orientation, 
socioeconomic, organizational, geographical, and activity groups.   Sessions throughout the meeting will consider 
these issues and foster constructive discussion, interaction, creativity, and the exchange of ideas involving 
community research and action in a variety of cultural contexts. 
 
We invite you to join us for our opening reception Thursday evening, following our presidential address by 
Carolyn Swift and the Sounds of Silence Plenary Session.  We are also excited to invite you to the keynote 
address and keynote panel, each addressing our conference theme on Friday.  Our discussion will continue on 
Saturday with two visioning panels.  At these gatherings, several of our field�s leaders will discuss their ideas for 
our future.   In addition to our invited speakers, over the course of the biennial you will have the option of 
participating in over 160 poster presentations, 64 symposia, 49 roundtable discussion, 5 workshops, 7 innovative 
sessions, and 7 town hall meetings.    
 
If all of this is not enough, we�d also like to point out that a number of co-curricular opportunities are available 
both prior to, during, and after our Pasadena meeting.   The meeting is held in the heart of the Paseo District of 
Pasadena and is easy walking distance from Old Towne Pasadena.  Each of these areas is rich with a diverse 
selection of dining opportunities, arts, and cultural opportunities.  Many of Southern California�s other fine 
attractions are an easy trip away as well.  We hope you will take the opportunity to meet and collaborate with 
your peers, and to build new working partnerships, during your stay. 
 
As is evident from this description, our meeting will provide many exciting opportunities.  We would like to 
thank everyone who submitted her or his work for presentation at the conference.  It is because of the many 
excellent contributions that we received that we have such an outstanding selection of presentations to offer.  We 
would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the tremendous contributions of a number of additional 
individuals who have made this conference possible and have insured its quality; without your contributions to 
this organization, this meeting would not be possible.  Finally, we would like to thank the members of the 
program and executive committees.   
 
We hope that everyone will find something of interest in our meeting and welcome each of you to Pasadena! 
 

       
 
Trish Long, Ph.D., Program Chair    Raymond Scott, Ph.D., Conference Co-Chair 
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SCRA Mission, SCRA Principles, SCRA Goals 

 
SCRA Mission 

The Society for Community Research and Action (SCRA) is an international organization devoted to 

advancing theory, research, and social action. Its members are committed to promoting health and 

empowerment and to preventing problems in communities, groups, and individuals. 

Four broad principles guide SCRA: 

1. Community research and action requires attention to and respect for diversity among peoples and 

settings; 

2. Human competencies and problems are best understood by viewing people within their social, 

cultural, economic, geographic, and historical contexts; 

3. Community research and action is an active collaboration among researchers, practitioners, and 

community members that uses multiple methodologies; 

4. Change strategies are needed at multiple levels in order to foster settings that promote 

competence and well-being. 

 

SCRA Goals 

• To promote the use of social and behavioral science to enhance the well-being of people 

and their communities and to prevent harmful outcomes; 

• To promote theory development and research that increase our understanding of human 

behavior in context; 

• To encourage the exchange of knowledge and skills in community research and action 

among those in academic and applied settings. 

• To engage in action, research, and practice committed to liberating oppressed peoples and 

respecting all cultures; 

• To promote the development of careers in community research and action in both 

academic and applied settings. 
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SCRA Committees 

 
SCRA Executive Committee 

2006-2007 
 

President 
Carolyn F. Swift, Retired 

Lawrence, KS 
 

Past President 
Ana Mari Cauce, 

University of Washington 
 

President Elect 
G. Anne Bogat 

Michigan State University 
 

Secretary 
Sarah L. Cook 

Georgia State University 
 

Treasurer 
Fabricio Balcazar 

University of Illinois, Chicago     
 

Representative to Council 
Brian Wilcox 

University of Nebraska, Lincoln 
 

Members at Large 
Anita Davis 

Rhodes College 
Bianca Guzman 

CHOICES, La Puenta, CA 
Susan Torres-Harding, 

Roosevelt University, Chicago 
 

National Student Representative 
Marco Hidalgo 

Depaul University 
Michael Armstrong 

Georgia State University 
 

Council of Program Directors in Community Research 
and Action 

Greg Meissen 
Wichita State University 

 
Regional Network Coordinator 

Gary Harper, DePaul University, Chicago 

 
SCRA Committee Chairs 

August 2006-August 2007 
 

APA 2007 Program 
Anita Davis 

Rhodes College 
 

Dissertation Awards 
Adam Long 

Gordian Health Solutions, Franklin, TN 
 

Fellows 
Ana Mari Cauce 

University of Washington, Seattle 
David Fryer 

University of Sterling, Scotland 
 

Interdisciplinary Linkages 
Eric Mankowski 

Portland State University 
 

Membership (Co-chairs) 
Brad Olson 

Northwestern University 
Bianca Guzman 

CHOICES, La Puenta, CA  
Susan Torres Harding 

Roosevelt University, Chicago 
 

Nominations (Co-chairs) 
Vivian Tseng 

William T. Grant Foundation, New York 
Gerald Mohatt, 

University of Alaska 
 

Publications 
Ana Mari Cauce  

University of Washington 
 

Social Policy 
Joe Ferrari, DePaul University 
(Steve Pokorny is Chair Elect) 

 
Website 

Scot Evans 
Wilfrid Laurier University 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
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SCRA Committees & Interest Groups 
 

Aging 
The Aging interest group focuses on the productive 

role of aging in the community and the prevention of 
mental health problems in the elderly. 

Margaret M. Hastings, Chair 
 

Children & Youth 
The Children and Youth interest group facilitates the 
interests of child and adolescent development in high 
risk contexts, especially the effect of urban poverty 

and community structures on child and family 
development 

 
Community Action 

The Community Action interest group explores the 
roles and contributions of people working in applied 

community psychology settings. 
Brad Olson, Chair 

 
Community Health 

The Community Health interest group focuses on 
health promotion, disease prevention, and the health 

care service delivery issues as they relate to the 
community. 

David Lounsbury & Shannon Gwin Mitchell 
Co-Chairs 

 
Disabilities 

The Disability Action Group promotes the 
understanding of the depth and diversity of 

disabilities issues in the community that are ready for 
research and action; it influences community 

psychologists’ involvement in policy and practices 
that enhance self-determination, personal choice, and 

full inclusion in the community for people with 
disabilities. 

Fabricio Balcazar, Chair 
 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) 
The LGBT interest group increases awareness of the 
need for community research and action related to 
issues that impact LGBT people; and serves as a 

mechanism for communication, collaboration, and 
support among community psychologists who are 

either interested in research/service/policy related to 
LGBT people and communities, and/or who identify 

as LGBT. 
Peter Ji &Cathy Chovan, Co-Chairs 

 
Prevention & Promotion 

The Prevention and Promotion interest group seeks to 
enhance the development of prevention and 

promotion research, foster active dialogue about 
critical conceptual and methodological action and 

implementation issues, and promote rapid 
dissemination and discussion of new developments 

and findings in the field. 
Richard Wolitski, Chair 

Rural 
The Rural interest group is devoted to highlighting issues of 

the rural environment that are important in psychological 
research, service, and teaching. 

 
School Interventions 

The School Intervention interest group addresses theories, 
methods, knowledge base, and setting factors pertaining to 

prevention and health promotion in school. 
Susana Helm & Jane K. Shepard, Co-Chairs  

 
Self-help/Mutual Support 

The Self-Help/Mutual Support interest group is an 
international organization of researchers, self-help leaders, and 

policy makers that promotes research and action related to 
self-help groups and organizations. 

Bret Kloos, Chair 
 

Committee on Cultural and Racial Affairs 
The mission of the Committee on Cultural and Racial Affairs 

is to represent issues of cultural diversity and promote the 
concerns of people of color as a focus of community research 
and intervention and to promote training and development of 

people of color interested in community psychology. 
Pam Martin, Chair 

 
Committee of Women 

The mission of the Committee of Women is to increase 
sensitivity to and awareness of women�s issues within the 

SCRA; to promote training and professional development of 
women interested in community psychology and increase 

sensitivity to women�s issues in the workplaces of community 
psychologists, and to identify and encourage feminist 

perspectives and methods within community psychology. 
Elaine Shpungin & Carrie Hanling, Co-Chairs 

 
International Committee 

To support and promote communication and interaction 
among community psychologists and practitioners from all 

nations, to facilitate the dissemination of research and 
programs developed outside the United States, and to foster 
involvement of community psychologists from around the 

world. 
David Fryer, Chair 

 
Social Policy Committee 

To encourage two-way communication between community 
psychologists and policy makers; to encourage collaborative 

relations with other groups to work on policy activities, and to 
assure that the experiential and empirical knowledge base of 

community psychology is used to make substantive 
contributions to contemporary policy debates at the state and 

federal levels  
Joe Ferrari, Chair
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Conference Theme 

Conference Theme: Community and Culture: Implications for Policy, 
Social Justice, and Practice 

Policy: To a degree unimaginable earlier, those in community research and action today lobby the 
government, testify in court, develop demonstration programs, and talk to the media about a wide range 
of issues. Professionals in community research and action serve to advocate, educate, and act to change 
current public policy structures toward becoming more emancipatory in nature. 

 
Social Justice: Social justice provides the foundation for a healthy community.  It grows out of our 
sense that each person � each created being � has v alue.  Only as we recognize the value and dignity 
of each person can we build a healthy community.  

 
Practice: The purpose of the practice of community research and action is to strengthen the capacity 
of communities to meet the needs of constituents and help them to realize their dreams in order to 
promote well-being, social justice, economic equity and self determination through systems, 
organizational and individual change.                         
 
Conference Highlights: The SCRA 2007 conference will be the meeting ground for the 
brightest minds and the broadest thinkers to discuss, debate, and set future directions for the discipline of 
community psychology. Our key note speaker and keynote and visioning panelists will explore the 
conference themes and their implications for Policy, Social Justice, and Practice in the 21st century. In 
addition, the conference program will feature presentations on technical innovations in the use of GPS 
technology; feminisms, multicultural competencies, education, intimate partner violence; grassroots and 
institutional collaborations to promote social justice; the roles of spirituality in promoting community 
and individual well-being; community participation and resource management to create sustainable 
environments; reforming the juvenile justice system, establishing best practices, and much more. 
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General Conference Information 
 

Conference Information and Registration 
The conference information and registration tables are located just outside the entrance to the International Ballroom.  You 
may purchase conference t-shirts here as well.  Message tables are located just inside the California Ballroom.  
Informational materials from several SCRA interest groups and vendors will be on display in this area. 
 
Assistance with Conference Needs 
Members of the local planning committee will be wearing a "Committee" ribbon on their nametags. Conference volunteers 
will be wearing a "Host" ribbon on their name tags.  Please feel free to stop any of these individuals if you need 
information or assistance of any kind. 
 
Presidential and Keynote Addresses, Keynote and Visioning Panels, and Plenary Sessions 
Each of these events will be held in the International Ballroom as indicated in the program. 
 
Meals and Banquet 
All meals will be served in the International Ballroom.  There will be a buffet style breakfast on Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday morning.  Box lunches will be served on Friday and Saturday and the banquet will be held Friday as indicated in the 
program.  Color-coded tickets are included in your conference materials and are required for entry into each of the meals 
described above. 
 
Reception and Mixer  
Our kick-off reception will be held in the International Ballroom following the President�s address and the opening plenary 
session.  A Mixer will be held on Saturday night for those who wish to network, dance, and unwind.  Hors d�oeuvres will be 
served at both events and a cash bar will be present as well. 
  
Concurrent Sessions 
All concurrent sessions will be held in meeting rooms on the first floor of the Hilton hotel.  A map of the first floor is 
located on the back cover of the program. 
 
Poster Sessions 
The Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evening poster sessions will be held in the California Ballroom as indicated in the 
program. 
 
Transportation / Parking 
The Hilton rate for self parking is $14.00 per night ($8 with validation) and the rate for valet parking is $19.00 per night ($10 
with validation).  Validation can be obtained at the information desk with proof of conference registration.   
 
Pasadena Arts Bus 
The Pasadena ARTS Bus shuttles visitors between the popular shopping/entertainment districts of Old Pasadena, South Lake 
Avenue Paseo Colorado and the Pasadena Playhouse District.  The ARTS Buses are easily recognizable by their "colorful" 
depictions.  Stops, which are designated by a pink triangle marked "ARTS," are found throughout the city.  Cost: $.50 one-
way fare, $.25 for seniors, disabled & youth (ID required) http://www.cityofpasadena.net/trans/transit/default.asp 
 
Mentoring Activities 
Mentoring activities offer an opportunity for students, early career professionals, and new members of the field to meet and 
develop relationships with more established members. If you are interested in participating in these activities, either as a 
Mentor or as a Mentee, please plan to attend the orientation session during the Friday morning breakfast. 
 
Conference Evaluation 
Conference evaluation forms are included with your registration packet. Please complete and return the evaluations to 
designated boxes located at the registration and information tables just outside the entrance to the International Ballroom. 
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Keynote Speakers 

 
The 11th Biennial Conference of the Society for Community Research and Action provides a forum for 

presentations of exciting new work from professionals and community members. Speakers include: 
 
 

Keynote Address: 

Edison Trickett 

Keynote Panel: 

Mary Jane Rotheram-Borus (Social Justice) 

David Chavis (Practice) 

Gerald Mohatt (Discussant) 

Visioning Panel 1: 

Tom Wolff (Overview of Visioning/Policy for the 21st Century) 

Susan Mandel (Practice for the 21st Century) 

Dina Birman (Social Justice for the 21st Century) 

Richard Roberts (Discussant) 

Visioning Panel 2: 

Roderick Watts (Social Justice for the 21st Century) 

Donata Francescato (Practice for the 21st Century) 

Dharm Bhawuk (Discussant) 
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Conference Schedule 
11th Biennial Conference of the Society for Community Research and Action  
Community and Culture: Implications for Policy, Social Justice, and Practice 

Pasadena, CA; June 7-10, 2007 
 

Thursday, June 7 
 
1-7:30pm  Exhibitors Open and Posters Displayed    California Ballroom 
 
1-2:15pm  Concurrent Sessions 
 
Place ID Format Title Chair 
Pasadena I 1-5 Symposium Multi-method and innovative approaches to studying 

school contexts 
Marieka Shotland 

San Marino 6 Roundtable Reflecting on the role of advocacy in community 
psychology 

Jason Forney 

Pacific A 7 Roundtable Using online tools to build capacity for community 
health development 

Stephen Fawcett 

Pacific B 8-11 Symposium Intimate partner violence and housing instability:  An 
examination of policies and programs to address the 
intersection of two social problems 

Charlene Baker 

San Diego 12-15 Symposium University-community partnership:  Global 
networking platform for social action research. 

Marek Wosinski 

Santa Clara 16-20 Symposium Qualitative research in community psychology:  
Common dilemmas in establishing credibility 

Susan Ryerson Espino 

Santa Barbara 21 Roundtable Teaching undergraduate community psychology: 
Tips and tools 

Kelly Hazel 

Santa Rosa 22 Roundtable Social justice, community psychology, and the 21st 
century: Research and activism 

Nicole Porter 

Pasadena II 23 Roundtable Enhancing graduate experiences of students of color: 
Theory to action 

Andrea Flynn 

Del Mar 24 Roundtable How service-learning can serve social justice Colleen Loomis 
San Jose 25-30 Symposium Social action:  Explorations and explanations from 

social and community psychology 
Allen Omoto 

2:30-3:45pm  Concurrent Sessions 

Place ID Format Title Chair 
Monterey 31 Town Meeting Community psychology and global climate change: 

Time to act 
Manuel Riemer 

San Marino 32 Roundtable Forming and maintaining effective student-initiated 
CBO-university partnerships 

Michele Schlehofer 

Pacific A 33-37 Symposium Fidelity of implementation and adaptation of 
prevention programs � measurement and practice 
issues 

James Emshoff 

Pacific B 38 Roundtable Thinking small: Creating settings for people with 
psychiatric disabilities that matter 

Catherine Stein 

Pacific C 39-42 Symposium Culture, context, & wellbeing: Exploring the issues 
through qualitative methods 

Richard Renfro 

San Diego 43-47 Symposium Violence and poverty: Testing theoretical models for 
African American youth 

Susan McMahon 

Santa Clara 48-52 Symposium Examining the ecologies of recovery Bret Kloos 
Santa Barbara 53 Symposium Gender, culture & tradition: A six-tier model for 

social change 
Esther Nzewi 

Santa Rosa 54 Town Meeting Community psychology practice on the rise! Kelly Hazel 
Pasadena II 55 Roundtable Prioritizing social justice and community healing 

through transdisciplinary counselor preparation 
Nola Butler-Byrd 
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San Jose 56-60 Symposium University-government-business partnerships for 
social change 

Katherine McDonald 

 
4-6pm  Presidential Address & Plenary Symposium   International Ballroom 
Carolyn F. Swift, Presidential Address 
 Introduction by Tom Wolff 
Sounds of Silence, Plenary Symposium: C. Loomis, M. E. Dello Stritto, E. Shpungin, N. Allen, & C. Swift (ID 61) 
 
7-8pm   Remembering George Albee: Informal reminiscing and   Hilton Patio 

sharing of stories.    
Tom Wolff & Fabricio Balcazar, Co-Conveners 
 

 6:15-7:30pm  Poster Session #1 (IDs 62-115)     California Ballroom 
 
7:30-10:30pm  Opening Reception      International Ballroom 
 
7:30-10:30pm  Executive Committee Meeting     Santa Monica 
 
 

Friday, June 8 
 
7-8:15am  Breakfast       International Ballroom 
 
7:15am-7pm  Exhibitors Open and Posters Displayed    California Ballroom 
 
7:15-8:15am  Committee and Special Interest Group Meetings* 
 
Place Title Chair 
Monterey International Committee Serdar Degirmencioglu 
San Marino School Interventions Susana Helm & Jane Shepard 
Pacific A Self-Help/Mutual Support Bret Kloos 
Pacific B Prevention & Promotion Richard Wolitski 
Pacific C Community Health David Lounsbury & Shannon Gwin Mitchell 

7:15-8:15am  Mentoring Program Overview*     San Diego 

8:15-10:15am  Keynote Address &       International Ballroom 
Distinguished Contribution Award Address  

Edison Trickett, Keynote Address, From �Water boiling in a Peruvian town� to �Letting them  die�:  Culture, community 
psychology, and the metabolic balance of patience and zeal.  (ID 116) 

 Introduction by Raymond Scott 
Kenneth I. Maton, 2006 Award for Distinguished Contributions to Theory and Research in Community Psychology Address, 

Empowering community settings as agents of individual development, community betterment and positive social 
change:  Theory, research and action (ID 117) 
Introduction by Julian Rappaport  

10:30-11:45am  Concurrent Sessions 

Place ID Format Title Chair 
Pasadena I 118 Symposium Commemorating Rhona Weinstein�s retirement: 

Students� reflections on 34 years of research and 
teaching 

Sita Patel 

Monterey 119-122 Symposium Multiple perspectives of social support and 
organizational practices for at-risk youth; 

Luciano Berardi 

San Marino 123-126 Symposium Life contexts and change among homeless children 
and adolescents 

Amanda Thompkins 

Pacific A  Roundtable AJCP Conversation Hour w/ William Davidson  
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Pacific B 127-132 Symposium Illuminating the framework: Strengthening 
dissemination and implementation through 
application of the Interactive Systems Framework for 
Dissemination and Implementation 

Paul Flaspohler 

Pacific C 133-136 Symposium Examining domestic violence among international 
and minority populations 

Brian Yankouski 

San Diego 137-141 Symposium Teenage parents and education: From research to 
practice 

Erin Hayes Kelly 

Santa Clara 142-145 Symposium Model programs and national trends in correctional 
mental health care 

Barry Perlmutter 

Santa Barbara 146 Symposium Relationship between values and culture:  A 
comparison of central Asian and Turkish university 
students 

Ozlem Gumus 

Santa Rosa 147-150 Symposium Parent-child relationships in Latino immigrant 
families: Theory, research, and intervention 

Noe Chavez 

Pasadena II 151-154 Symposium Forward we march: Organization studies & 
community psychology 

Neil Boyd 

Del Mar 155-159 Symposium Community-based promotion of competence and 
health: The Multicultural Assessment Intervention 
Process Model 

Glenn Gamst 

San Jose 160 Roundtable Self-help and the professionalization of services: 
Implications for the future 

Crystal Reinhart 

 
noon-1:15pm  Lunch        International Ballroom 
 
12:15-2:15pm  Nominations Committee Meeting*    Pasadena I 
 
12:15-1:15pm  Committee & Special Interest Group Meetings* 
 
Place Title Chair 
Monterey Committee on Women Elaine Shpungin & Carrie Hanlin 
San Marino Disabilities Fabricio Balcazar 
Pacific A Rural TBA 
 
12:15-1:15pm  Mentoring Meetings* 
 
Place Title Chair 
Pacific B Mentoring Session 1  
Pacific C Mentoring Session 2  
San Diego Mentoring Session 3  
Santa Clara Mentoring Session 4  
Santa Barbara Mentoring Session 5  
Santa Rosa Mentoring Session 6  
Pasadena II Mentoring Session 7  
Del Mar Mentoring Session 8  
San Jose Mentoring Session 9  
 
1:15-2:30pm  Keynote Panel 1       International Ballroom 
Mary Jane Rotheram-Borus, Social Justice 
David Chavis, Practice 
Gerald Mohatt, Discussant 
Moderator:  Cliff O’Donnell 

 
 

2:45-4pm  Concurrent Sessions 
 
Place ID Format Title Chair 
San Gabriel 161 Workshop Public policy 101: Intervening and testifying in 

legislative settings 
Christopher Corbett 
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Monterey 162 Roundtable Public policy- How/why should SCRA members be 
more active? 

Jonathan Miles 

San Marino 163-166 Symposium Are domestic violence coordinating councils 
effective vehicles for change? A multi-method, 
multi-site study of their potential 

Shabnam Javdani 

Pacific A 167 Roundtable SCRA and the community student: Student 
perspectives on membership and participation in 
Division 27 

Michael Armstrong 

Pacific B 168 Roundtable How does cultural competence impact community 
research? 

Fabricio Balcazar 

Pacific C 169-172 Symposium Promoting mental health in African American 
adolescents and young adults 

Caryn Rodgers 

San Diego 173-178 Symposium Cultural community psychology: Perspectives and 
examples 

Clifford O�Donnell 

Santa Clara 179 Symposium 

 

Evaluation of a youth skill building program at three 
southern California middle schools using focus 
groups for the development of a program evaluation 
questionnaire 

Kristen Masters 

Santa Barbara 180-184 Symposium Building prevention capacity using Getting to 
Outcomes: Successes and challenges 

Catherine Lesesne 

Santa Rosa 185-188 Symposium Wide-spread implementation of effective practice - 
challenges to practice and research 

James Emshoff 

Del Mar 194 Roundtable The promise of empowerment in school settings: 
Lessons from the field; 

Melissa Maras 

San Jose 195 Roundtable Being the only one: Community psychologists 
working in non-community psychology settings 

Susan Torres-Harding 

4:15-5:30pm  Concurrent Sessions 

Place ID Format Title Chair 
Pasadena I 196 Roundtable Best practices for identifying/obtaining a clinical-

community psychology internship 
Rick Weinberg 

Monterey 197-200 Symposium Who�s for youth-based programs? Navigating and 
establishing relationships for adolescent health 
promotion in three contexts 

Eric Stewart 

San Marino 201-204 Symposium Understanding educational contexts and social 
justice: Race, ethnicity, and disability 

Michele Morgan 

Pacific A 205 Town Meeting SCRA Task Force on Disaster, community readiness, 
and recovery 

Fran Norris 

Pacific B 206-211 Symposium Cultural considerations in gender-based violence Courtney Ahrens 
Pacific C 212-215 Symposium Youth organizing for social change: Theory, 

research, and practice 
Seema Shah 

San Diego 216-219 Symposium Latino youth development across contexts: Data-
driven approaches for impacting policy 

Cidhinnia Torres 
Campos 

Santa Clara 220-223 Symposium Construction of social identities in everyday contexts Dawn Witherspoon 
Santa Barbara 224 Roundtable Integrating the community into community service 

learning program evaluations 
Elizabeth Meier 

Santa Rosa 225 Roundtable The invisible African American father:  How to re-
claim respect 

Lionel Mandy 

Pasadena II 226 Roundtable Working with indigenous peoples of the Circumpolar 
North: How can community psychology contribute? 

Marie-Claude LarrivØe 

Del Mar 227 Roundtable Synergic power as a multi-level construct: 
Measurement and practice implications 

Theresa Armstead 

San Jose 228 Roundtable Reflective practice in collaborative community 
projects 

Benjamin Hidalgo 

 
5:45-7pm  Poster Session #2 (IDs 229-284)     California Ballroom 
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6:30-7:30pm  Remembering John Glidewell: Informal reminiscing and  Hilton Patio 
sharing of stories. 
Leonard Jason & Susan Torres-Hardingt, Co-Conveners 

  
7:15-10pm  Banquet       International Ballroom 
 

Saturday, June 9 
 
7-8:15am  Breakfast       International Ballroom 
 
7:15am-7:45pm  Exhibitors Open and Posters Displayed    California Ballroom 
 
7:15-8:15am  Committee & Special Interest Group Meetings* 
 
Place Title Chair 
Pasadena I & 
II 

SCRA Past Presidents & Current Executive 
Committee Member Breakfast 

Carolyn Swift 

Monterey Children & Youth TBA 
San Marino Community Action Brad Olson 
Pacific A LGBT Peter Ji & Cathy Chovan 
 
8:15-9:30am  Visioning Panel 1      International Ballroom 
Tom Wolff, Overview of Visioning/Policy for the 21st Century 
Susan Mandel, Practice for the 21st Century 
Dina Birman, Social Justice for the 21st Century 
Richard Roberts (Discussant) 
Moderator:  Norweeta Milburn 
 
9:45-11am  Concurrent Sessions 
 
Place ID Format Title Chair 
San Gabriel 285 Workshop Exploring our values through storytelling Niki Harre 
Pasadena I & 
II 

286 Innov Session The interACT Sexual Assault Prevention Program: 
Empowering individuals to create social change 

Courtney Ahrens 

Monterey 287 Roundtable Developing diversity principles for community 
research and action 

Shelly Harrell 

San Marino 288 Roundtable Making the HUD Point-in-Time homeless count 
meaningful to communities 

Lindsey Stillman 

Pacific A 289-292 Symposium Culture, context, and development: HIV prevention 
for gay/bisexual/questioning youth 

Omar Jamil 

Pacific B 293 Roundtable Preparing children and adolescents of color for 
contact with police 

David Rollock 

Pacific C 294-297 Symposium Changing after-school settings Edward Seidman 
San Diego 298-301 Symposium Utilizing the qualitative paradigm to address issues of 

social justice in the justice system 
Mark Coe 

Santa Clara 302 Roundtable Caring about race: Black families� perspectives on 
racial socialization 

Keisha Bentley 

Santa Barbara 303-306 Symposium Diverse neighborhoods, diverse families: Exploring 
how families participate in and are affected by their 
neighborhoods 

Liesette Brunson 

Santa Rosa 307-310 Symposium Academic-community partnerships: A well-spring for 
training and social change 

Christopher Liang 

Del Mar 311 Roundtable Building and assessing capacity for community 
change 

Yolanda Suarez 

San Jose 312 Town Meeting Fostering hardiness within suicidal adolescents and 
across their ecological settings 

Noelle Wilson 
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11:15am-12:30pm Concurrent Sessions 

Place ID Format Title Chair 
San Gabriel 313 Innov Session Giving voice to all: Combating silencing Mary Ellen Dello 

Stritto 
Pasadena I & 
II 

314 Innov Session Applications of geographic information systems to 
community psychology research & practice 

Sarah Chilenski 

Monterey 315 Town Meeting Infusing youth voice into organizational, school and 
community governance 

Julie Petrokubi 

San Marino 316 Roundtable Undergraduate and graduate education in community 
psychology: Future directions 

Susan McMahon 

Pacific A 317-320 Symposium Institutional legal responses to sexual violence 
against women & children 

Rebecca Campbell 

Pacific C 321 Roundtable From ivory to inclusive: Transforming the tower 
through effective mentorship 

Pamela Martin 

San Diego 322-325 Symposium Academic attainment among Latino youth: A social 
justice issue 

Natalie Wilkins 

Santa Clara 326 Roundtable Community psychology and politically-charged 
environmental disputes: Challenges and visions 

Marci R. Culley 

Santa Barbara 327-334 Symposium Social justice: Can we engage in second order 
change? 

Leonard Jason 

Santa Rosa 335 Roundtable Collaborating for what and for whom?: Cross-
cultural and international issues 

Toshiaki Sasao 

Del Mar 336 Roundtable Mental health needs within prison walls Barry Perlmutter 
 
 
12:45-2pm  Lunch        International Ballroom 
 
1-2pm  Committee & Special Interest Group Meetings* 
 
Place Title Chair 
Monterey Committee on Cultural & Racial Affairs Pam Martin 
San Marino Aging Margaret Hastings 
 
1-2pm  Mentoring Meetings* 
 
Place Title Chair 
Pacific A Mentoring Session 10  
Pacific B Mentoring Session 11  
Pacific C Mentoring Session 12  
San Diego Mentoring Session 13  
Santa Clara Mentoring Session 14  
Santa Barbara Mentoring Session 15  
Santa Rosa Mentoring Session 16  
Del Mar Mentoring Session 17  
San Jose Mentoring Session 18  
 
2-3:15pm  Visioning Panel 2      International Ballroom 
Roderick Watts, Social Justice for the 21st Century  
Donata Francescato, Practice for the 21st Century  
Dharm Bhawuk (Discussant) 
Moderator:  Raymond Scott 

 
 

3:30-4:45pm  Concurrent Sessions 
 
Place ID Format Title Chair 
Monterey 338-342 Symposium Contexts of at-risk behaviors: A qualitative approach Keiko B. Shimazu 
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San Marino 343-346 Symposium Strengthening �best practices � implementation in 
community-based youth violence prevention 
programs 

Linda Wagener 

Pacific A 347-350 Symposium Risks, antecedents, and prevention of gang 
membership 

Jason Dickinson 

Pacific B 351 Roundtable Activating the classroom: Social justice, social 
action, community practice and research 

Susan Torres-Harding 

San Diego 352 Roundtable Special education: Policy and practice implications 
for immigrant and minority children 

Traci Weinstein 

Santa Clara 353 Roundtable Challenges of conducting cross-cultural research with 
mutual help groups 

Tomofumi Oka 

Santa Barbara 354 Roundtable Research with heterosexual Black men: A strengths-
based focus 

Keisha Paxton 

Santa Rosa 355-358 Symposium Targeting social settings to advance prevention and 
developmental science 

Joshua Brown 

Del Mar 359 Roundtable Community psychology in Europe: Main trends, 
practice and research 

Jose Ornelas 

San Jose 360 Roundtable Cultural-community psychology: Directions for 
theory, method, and action 

Michael Kral 

5-6:15pm  Concurrent Sessions 

Place ID Format Title Chair 
San Gabriel 361 Innov Session Food security, justice, and community research and 

action: Making the connections 
Darcy Freedman 

Pasadena I & 
II 

362 Workshop Intercultural dialogue for peace-building and 
harmony in the community 

Durgadas 
Mukhopadhyay 

Monterey 363-367 Symposium Transforming settings: Toward positive youth 
development 

Beth Shinn 

San Marino 368-371 Symposium Issues of prevention in a gentrifying urban 
environment 

Sara Malinowski 

Pacific A 372-375 Symposium Contextual alchemy? Toward systematic integration 
of mixed methods in community-based research 

Bret Kloos 

Pacific B 376-380 Symposium Feminisms, social change, and violence against 
women: Is there still a need for politics? 

Amy Lehrner 

Pacific C 381-384 Symposium Social justice and mental health Catherine Ward 
San Diego 385 Roundtable Is ecological research ecological? Is research validity 

valid? 
Meg Bond 

Santa Clara 386 Town Meeting First year practicum in community psychology: 
Graduate student perspectives 

Heather Sprague 

Santa Barbara 387 Roundtable Promoting cultural competence and evidence-based 
practices in community mental health 

Arthur Whaley 

Santa Rosa 388 Roundtable Toward a cross-cultural understanding of women’s 
issues 

Malgorzata 
Szarzynska 

Del Mar 389 Roundtable Coming home: Lessons learned in developing the 
Building Bridges prisoner reentry initiative 

Derrick Gordon 

San Jose 390 Roundtable Becoming a community psychologist:  Transition 
from graduate school to professional 

Lindsey Stillman 

6:30-7:45pm  Poster Session #3 (IDs 391-442)     California Ballroom 

7:30-8:30pm  Robert Reiff: Informal reminiscing and    Hilton Patio 
sharing of stories. 
Donald Klein & Carolyn Swift, Co-Conveners 

9-11pm  SCRA Mixer       International Ballroom 
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Sunday, June 10 
 
7-8:15am  Breakfast       International Ballroom 
 
7:15am-12:30pm Exhibitors Open       California Ballroom 
 
8:30-10:30am  Distinguished Contribution & Sarason Awards Speakers  International Ballroom 
Abraham Wandersman, 2005 Award for Distinguished Contributions to Theory and Research in Community Psychology 

Address, Optimism about participation:  High hopes and challenges in neighborhood organizations, community 
coalitions, and empowerment evaluation systems. (ID 443) 

 Introduction by Jean Ann Linney 
Raymond P. Lorion, 2006 Sarason Award Address, Community science, practice and partnerships:  Answering Sarason�s 

�And what do we mean by learning?�  (ID 444) 
Introduction by Leonard A. Jason 

 
10:45am-noon  Concurrent Sessions 
 
Place ID Format Title Chair 
San Gabriel 445 Workshop Multifamily group therapy for families of gays and 

lesbians 
Karen Cohen 

Pasadena I & 
II 

446 Innov Session Oral sex, anal sex: What does your teen consider sex? Sara Moore 

San Marino 447 Roundtable School intervention interest group roundtable: 
Participatory/action research promotes culture-based 
school interventions 

Susana Helm 

Pacific A 448-451 Symposium A comprehensive evaluation of the implementation 
and cost-effectiveness of a community-based 
treatment for homeless, mentally ill 

Angela Mooss 

Pacific B 452-456 Symposium Research design choices in community research: 
Cultural and logistical lessons 

Rae Jean 
Proescholdbell 

Pacific C 457 Roundtable Incorporating and illuminating personal values in 
community psychology training 

Rick Weinberg 

Santa Clara 458-461 Symposium Theory in practice: Implications for problem 
definition and working with adolescent girls 

Shabnam Javdani 

Santa Barbara 462-465 Symposium Internet use and HIV risk among ethnic minority 
MSM 

Patrick Wilson 

Del Mar 466 Roundtable Dream a little dream: Changing social regularities 
around economic injustice 

Kelly Kinnison 

San Jose 467 Roundtable Increasing our relevance: Community �based 
educational psychology 

Robert Klassen 

12:15-1:30pm  Concurrent Sessions 

Place ID Format Title Chair 
San Gabriel 468 Innov Session Program design, documentation, and dissemination 

for diversity: A toolkit demonstration 
Rebecca Buchanan 

Pasadena I & 
II 

469 Innov Session Questions and answers: Community practitioners 
share lives and careers 

Carolyn Swift 

Monterey 470 Town Meeting The Interdisciplinary Linkages Committee town hall 
meeting: Processing our steps toward broader and 
more concerted collaborations 

Brad Olson 

San Marino 471-474 Symposium Immigrant and refugee students in U.S. schools Dina Birman 
Pacific A 475-479 Symposium Praise and protest: The legacies of social justice in 

Black churches 
Pamela Martin 

Pacific B 480-484 Symposium Translating readiness and capacity into best practice 
school-wide prevention programs 

Dawna-Cricket-
Martita Meehan 

Pacific C 485-488 Symposium Impact of war and community violence on caregivers 
in Central America; 

Katharine Meese 
Putman 
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San Diego 489-492 Symposium Understanding the predictors, correlates, and 
outcomes of adolescent substance use: Quantitative 
methods for ecological analysis 

Christian Connell 

Santa Clara 493 Symposium Application of psychological paradox theory to 
sustainability 

Brian Bishop 

Santa Barbara 494-497 Symposium Collecting and making use of multiple perspectives 
in developing and implementing interventions 

Michelle Cruz-
Santiago 

Santa Rosa 498-501 Symposium Knitting the network: The usefulness of social 
network analysis for strengthening community 
collaborations promoting health and social change 

Kimberly Bess 

Del Mar 502 Roundtable Community values and social change: What to do 
when worlds collide? 

Amy Lehrner 

San Jose 503 Roundtable Considering the implications of socio-culturally 
determined definitions of well-being 

Zermarie Deacon 

 

*For those groups meeting during the breakfast and dinner hour, if committee or group members bring food into 
meeting rooms (other than the international ballroom), please clean up after yourselves.  Hotel staff will not 
be clearing any rooms other than the international ballroom and sessions will be held in every room each time 
slot.  Please be respectful of your colleague and leave the rooms as you found them.  Thanks! 

 

******** 

Thank you for joining us for the 11th Biennial Conference of the Society for Community Research and Action, hosted by the 
University of La Verne and cosponsored by the International Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology (IACCP)! 
 
 
 

********* 
 

All abstract information was taken directly from the Conference Review System and then formatted to match that of the 
Conference Program.  We apologize for any errors or oversights in the production of this document.  Questions? Please 

contact Conference Co-Chairs at: scra_host@ulv.edu or scra_contact@ulv.ed
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Conference Abstracts 

 
Thursday, June 7, 2007 
Concurrent Sessions 1-2:15pm 
 
[1] 
Multi-Method and Innovative Approaches to Studying 
School Contexts 
Emily Ozer, Regina Day Langhout, Myra Margolin, & 
Marieka Schotland 
New York University, University of California at Berkeley, 
University of California at Santa Cruz 
School settings are complex, fluid environments that demand 
multi-method and flexible approaches to assessment. These 
papers provide examples of a range of methods for assessing key 
dimensions of school settings. These include the application of 
innovative statistical approaches (e.g. cluster analysis to 
generate profiles of school climate perceptions); new 
technologies (e.g. GIS mapping) for assessing school safety; and 
the use of mixed methods for the further development of 
measures assessing student autonomy and empowerment in 
secondary school settings. Challenges and next steps in the 
assessment of school contexts will be discussed. 
Discussant: Marc Zimmerman, University of Michigan 
 
[2] 
Engaging Children in Defining Safe Spaces in Schools and 
Neighborhoods 
Regina Day Langhout, Lori Annear, Andrea Gentile, Mary 
London & Sajjadur Rahman 
There is a burgeoning literature on school safety and school-
based violence prevention. In much of this literature, researchers 
determine the problem and then decide on an intervention. The 
problem is often described as violent children who engage in 
learned violent behavior. The solutions, therefore, are usually 
designed to change individual behavior. The issue of the 
physical characteristics of place is rarely broached. Additionally, 
although interventions are often directed at students, few 
published articles engage students in determining the problem 
definition or the solution.  This study moves away from 
conventional ways of determining the problem. Elementary 
school students have participated in formation of the problem 
definition by determining safe and unsafe places in and around 
their school. This assessment was the first step in a collaborative 
process of various stakeholders (i.e., elementary school students, 
parents, school staff, school based health center staff, and 
university researchers) working together to determine: a) if 
school safety was a problem in their school and if so, b) what 
places were safe and unsafe, and c) why. Results indicate that 
children�s responses vary by gender, grade, and do not simply 
map onto public (as unsafe) and private (as safe) spaces. 
 
[3] 
Defining Safety: Elementary School Children�s Conceptions 
of Safe and Unsafe 
Myra Margolin & Ann Perzan 
It has been argued that a contributing factor to school violence is 
the lack of a clear, universally understood definition of violence 
amongst students and educators (Remboldt, 1994). Differing 
definitions of violence and safety can impact the school climate 
by creating conflicting understandings about which behaviors 
are �unsafe� and reducing the impact of interventio ns that only 
reflect the views of one stakeholder.  The starting point of this 

collaborative research was to determine the situations and 
locations within an elementary school and its surrounding 
neighborhood in which the students felt unsafe. A series of 
exploratory focus groups with children from each grade (K-5) 
suggested that the children�s conceptualizations of safety 
diverged from those of the adults at the school.  This study, 
therefore, takes this divergence as its starting point and explores 
the areas of overlap and departure in definitions of safety by 
administrators, teachers, and students. This analysis is applied to 
a close reading of the current school-wide safety curriculum. 
Although differing definitions of safety are only one element 
contributing to overall school climate, this research can aid in 
the clarification and redefinition of �unsafe� beha viors and the 
implementation of interventions that validate all of the 
stakeholders� conceptions of safety.  
 
[4] 
Student Autonomy and Control Within Urban Secondary 
Schools: Methodological Development 
Emily J. Ozer 
Schools are critical contexts for youth development (e.g. 
Masten, 1998). Support for efficacy and �mattering�  has been 
identified as a key feature of settings that promotes positive 
youth development (Eccles & Gootman, 2002). This dimension 
refers to setting characteristics that facilitate youth being able to 
�make a difference� and participate meaningfully in  decisions 
and policies that affect them. There has been little attention to 
the assessment and promotion of students� meaningful 
participation and autonomy in secondary school settings, despite 
the recognition of the developmental �mismatch� bet ween 
adolescents� growing need for autonomy and the scant 
opportunities for autonomy in typical secondary schools (Eccles 
et al. 1993). This study reports on research to further develop the 
assessment of students� participation in and perceived control 
over policies and decisions made in their school settings. 
Observations and interviews of students in 4 urban high schools 
were used to generate survey items to supplement existing adult 
measures of empowerment-related dimensions of perceived 
sociopolitical control and leadership (Zimmerman & Zahniser, 
1991). Data from 125 teens � primarily Latino and A sian 
American -- using this new measure are reported. The 
association between empowerment-related dimensions and other 
perceptions of the school climate and setting will be examined.  
 
[5] 
The Whole Picture: Using Cluster Analysis to Understand 
School Climate 
Marieka Schotland 
Research examining school climate has primarily assessed it 
with a uni-dimensional construct (i.e., summary score of 
multiple dimensions), or with each dimension of school climate 
predicting outcomes (i.e., perceptions of autonomy and 
achievement). These approaches fail to adequately represent the 
comprehensive and holistic nature of students� perceptions of 
the multi-dimensional aspects of school climate. Thus, we have 
little understanding of how multiple aspects of school climate 
may comprehensively influence adolescent outcomes. This 
study seeks to explore perceptions of school climate for a 
sample of middle school youth using the person centered 
idiographic method of cluster analysis. This method allows for a 
descriptive understanding of how groups of students perceive 
the holistic school climate, accounting for the interrelatedness of 
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various dimensions (i.e., autonomy, teacher support, safety, etc). 
Additionally, cluster analysis allows for the differential relations 
that students have with the dimensions to be played out, whether 
positively, negatively or not at all. Profiles of perceived school 
climate will be presented and then examined for their relation to 
academic and psychosocial outcomes, both cross-sectionally and 
longitudinally. By examining key dimensions holistically, a 
more complete picture of how youth perceive their school 
context will emerge. Linking these profiles to key outcomes will 
further elucidate the important role school climate takes in 
adolescent development. 
 
[6] 
Reflecting on the Role of Advocacy in Community 
Psychology 
Jason Forney, Tiffeny Jimenez, & Adrienne Adams 
Michigan State University 
Is advocacy an ethical imperative for community psychologists? 
Is advocacy not inherent in the values of community 
psychology? Is it not our responsibility to advocate on behalf of 
the individuals and communities which are the focus of our 
research? These are questions that we as advocates and 
community psychologists in training grapple with as we seek to 
find our place in the field. Specifically, we have come to 
question how it is possible in our role as community 
psychologist to be both advocates and social scientists. As an up 
and coming generation of community psychologists who value 
advocacy as a central component of our work, we believe it is 
important to engage our colleagues in a discussion of the current 
thinking and future direction of the field around this topic. 
Drawing on our work in the areas of disabilities, HIV/AIDS, and 
violence against women, the facilitators will lead a discussion 
guided by questions such as: what is advocacy and how do 
current community psychologists either identify, or not, with 
this description, how might identifying with advocacy better 
sustain the movement of community psychology, and how can 
we better nurture the development of community psychologists 
with diverse sets of values, interests, and motivations for 
seeking social change. 
 
[7] 
Using Online Tools to Build Capacity for Community Health 
Development 
Stephen Fawcett, Bill Berkowitz, & Vincent Francisco 
University of Kansas, University of Massachusetts at Lowell, 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
People come together throughout the world to create better 
conditions for health and development in their communities. 
New communications technologies, such as the Internet, hold 
promise for facilitating capacity development and collaborative 
research among geographically-dispersed partners. Using the 
case example of the evolving uses of the Community Tool Box 
(http://ctb.ku.edu), this roundtable discussion will feature brief 
presentations and whole group dialogue about several challenges 
and opportunities of using online tools. Themes to be addressed 
include: a) Building capacity for this work (e.g., using online 
toolkits and problem solving guides), b) Promoting interaction 
among those doing and supporting the work (e.g., online ask an 
advisor feature), c) Extending the evidence base for how 
communities create conditions that promote health and 
development (e.g., online documentation and support system), 
and d) International partnerships (e.g., between the World 
Health Organization Collaborating Center at the University of 
Kansas and an emerging center at the American University of 
Beirut). Brief presentations by members of the CTB team, an 
over 10-year collaboration, will be followed by group dialogue 
on challenges and opportunities of using online tools to build 

capacity for this work. 
 
[8] 
Intimate Partner Violence and Housing Instability: An 
Examination of Policies and Programs to Address the 
Intersection of Two Social Problems 
Charlene Baker, Phyllis Holditch Niolon, Hilary Oliphant, 
Chiquita Rollins, Nancy Glass, & Kris Billhardt 
University of Hawaii, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention Division of Violence Prevention, Multnomah County 
Domestic Violence Coordinators Office, Johns Hopkins 
University, Volunteers of America Home Free Program 
The relationship between intimate partner violence and 
homelessness has been documented in the literature. Battered 
women�s shelters offer a temporary place to stay; however, 
many women are unable to secure permanent housing afterward 
and may return to their abusers or become homeless. The 
Violence Against Women Act (2005) includes funding to 
increase women�s access to long-term transitional and 
permanent housing. Preliminary findings from one evaluation of 
a permanent housing model on battered women�s outcomes will 
be presented. In addition, data from a national sample of 236 
transitional housing programs will be presented. Implications for 
policy and practice will be discussed. 
 
[9] 
A Descriptive Analysis of Transitional Housing Programs 
for Survivors of Intimate Partner Violence in the U.S. 
The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) of 2005 includes 
new provisions that enhance intimate partner violence (IPV) 
victims� ability to procure and maintain safe and independent 
housing away from their abusers. The focus on housing in the 
latest version of VAWA indicates recognition by Congress that 
removing barriers and increasing access to safe housing is 
critical to our nation�s response to domestic violence, and that 
this type of systems-level response is necessary to reduce the 
link between intimate partner violence (IPV) and subsequent 
homelessness. Among its many provisions, VAWA 2005 
authorizes a substantial increase in the amount of funding to be 
focused on transitional housing for battered women and their 
children. With increased funds being allocated to transitional 
housing programs (THPs), it is useful to examine THPs as they 
currently exist in this country. The current study describes N = 
236 THPs from 11 states and the District of Columbia, including 
general characteristics (length of existence, capacity, type of 
community served, maximum length of stay); eligibility 
requirements; funding sources; and services offered and whether 
they were mandatory for women. Future considerations for 
programmatic and policy changes as well as evaluation research 
are discussed.  
 
[10] 
Community-Academic Collaboration to Evaluate an 
Innovative Permanent Housing Model for Battered Women 
and their Children 
Trends in housing policies, availability of affordable housing, 
perpetrator abusive behaviors and stigma associated with being a 
victim of intimate partner violence (IPV) create significant 
barriers for battered women to locate and maintain safe, 
permanent housing for themselves and their children. To begin 
to address these barriers, a community-based domestic violence 
program developed and implemented an innovative model to 
provide financial assistance for independent permanent housing. 
The model includes rent assistance for up to two years to 
survivors of IPV with additional support and resource provided 
by skilled domestic violence and social service advocates. The 
presentation will describe the partnership between county 
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government, community-based domestic violence programs, a 
housing program, Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and academic institutions to evaluate the effectiveness, 
including cost effectiveness, of this permanent housing model to 
reduce IPV victimization and improve the safety, health and 
quality of life for survivors and their children. 
 
[11] 
Effects of Housing Instability on Battered Women�s IPV 
Victimization  
Advocates, policy makers, and women themselves frequently 
cite intimate partner violence (IPV) as an immediate cause of or 
precursor to housing instability. There is overwhelming 
evidence that many survivors, especially those who are poor, 
need safe permanent housing solutions to escape further IPV 
victimization. The overall purpose of the four-year CDC-funded 
study is to evaluate the effectiveness of an existing permanent 
housing program provided by Volunteers of America Oregon 
Home Free Program on preventing IPV victimization and 
reducing negative health outcomes for survivors and their 
children. The presentation will present preliminary findings 
from baseline interviews with 150 survivors on the relationship 
between housing instability and IPV victimization. Further, we 
will discuss the implications of findings on housing and 
domestic violence policy, advocacy and research. 
 
[12] 
University �Community Partnership: Global Networkin g 
Platform for Social Action Research 
Marek Wosinski, Joanna Ochocka, & Christopher Zambakari 
Arizona State University, Warsaw School of Social Psychology  
The purpose of our symposium is to invite participation in the 
Global Networking Platform for Social Action Research (UCP-
SARNET), created in collaboration between Arizona State 
University, Centre for Research and Education in Human 
Services (Kitchener, Canada), and colleagues from England, 
Italy and Poland. Symposium objectives include sharing 
information about the Global Networking Platform for Social 
Action Research (UCP-SARNET) initiative, exploring the 
reasons why Participatory Action Research approach is 
particularly important when developing complex initiative and 
mobilizing diverse communities, sharing strategies and 
mechanisms to plan and structure collaborative initiative 
involving students, faculty members and community 
organizations (globally and locally), and discussing strategies of 
sharing knowledge and mobilizing various audiences for future 
change. 
 
[13] 
Marek Wosinski  
Arizona State University 
The goal of this part of the symposium is to present the mission, 
content and organization of UCP-SARNET web application. I 
will introduce our partners, namely Centre for Research and 
Education in Human Services (Kitchener, Canada), Research 
Institute of Health and Social Change at Manchester 
Metropolitan University (England), Community University 
Partnership Program University of Brighton (England), Institute 
of Psychology University of Opole (Poland), Institute of Social 
Psychology of University of Naples (Italy) and Warsaw School 
of Social Psychology (Poland) and their role in the project. 
Using some examples of programs posted on the platform we 
will explain the role platform plays in developing international 
network of faculty, students and community organizations. We 
will explain the use of technological tools that facilitate 
collaboration within our network (blog, wiki) and describe how 
new materials for the platform can be submitted. The use of the 

platform as a resource for instructors teaching on community 
related issues will be discussed, as well as various options of 
integrating students� individual program of studies with the 
mission of this program. Finally, we will share our plans of 
using the platform as a tool for promoting social action research. 
 
[14] 
Joanna Ochocka 
Centre for Research and Education in Human Services 
(CREHS), Canada 
CREHS took a lead role in the evaluation of this complex 
initiative, using multiple evaluation methodologies and guided 
by principles of participatory action research (PAR). PAR can 
be understood in three different ways in this project. PAR 
processes has been guiding the overall conceptual and practical 
development of the initiative. PAR theory and methodology has 
been a central pedagogical component of UCP-SARNET 
initiative and it became key learning objective for the online 
community. Finally, the evaluation will focus, in part, on the 
changes in the capacity of organizations to engage in PAR 
locally, as consequence of participation in the online 
community.  Knowledge sharing, knowledge mobilization and 
community mobilizations through PAR and through internet 
cannot be discussed without active engagement and participation 
of the audience. We will start with a short presentation and then 
ask some provocative questions related to the following areas: 1) 
What does it mean to use PAR through internet?  2) What does 
it mean to share knowledge and mobilize knowledge?  3) Why is 
there a need for knowledge sharing and knowledge 
mobilization?  4) Why is there a need for engaging various 
stakeholders in research? How do you do it?  5) How to engage 
global and local communities in research on sensitive topics? 
 
[15] 
Christopher Zambakari  
Arizona State University 
In this part of the symposium we will present the strategy used 
UCP-SARNET to invite student participation in the project. In 
the recruiting phase we targeted universities that had an 
established type of partnerships with a community. We 
requested that they join our platform and become an integral part 
by posting their involvements as examples of successful 
partnership between universities and communities. These 
partnerships came with a wealth of students who were involved 
in research or direct involvements in the community.  We 
contacted those students inspiring their involvement in 
discussion of other programs and encouraging sharing of their 
experiences. Students were also offered an opportunity to 
participate in the development of the platform in form of 
conducting small research projects incorporated both into their 
program of studies, as well as in our program of participatory 
research. We attempted to organize international networking 
among students who had been already involved in variety of 
community programs, and students from universities that do not 
have in place such programs. The purpose was to evoke interest 
of both students and instructors teaching community related 
courses in creating university-community partnership. We will 
share with audience the results of those attempts and facilitate 
discussion on other options of involving students in social action 
research. 
 
[16] 
Qualitative Research in Community Psychology: Common 
Dilemmas in Establishing Credibility 
Tina Taylor-Ritzler, Susan Ryerson Espino, Katherine 
McDonald, Erin Hayes Kelly, Michelle Bloodworth, Gary 
Harper, Brigida Hernandez, Jessica Veloff, Oscar Donoso, & 
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Elizabeth Horin 
University of Illinois at Chicago, Portland State University, 
DePaul University 
Community psychologists often face dilemmas in conducting 
qualitative research related to establishing the credibility of their 
processes and findings. We will present four common dilemmas, 
related theoretical considerations, and case examples that 
highlight ways the presenters have dealt with these dilemmas in 
different research projects. The dilemmas are: how researchers� 
relationships with participants affect the veracity and 
completeness of the data obtained; how to code the data; how to 
elicit participants� feedback and incorporate it in the research 
process; and how to conduct qualitative research when resources 
are limited. 
Discussant: Gary Harper 
 
[17] 
Researcher Relationships with Research Participants: 
Possible Effects on Credibility  
Susan Ryerson Espino, Erin Hayes Kelly, & Michelle 
Bloodworth 
While qualitative researchers often espouse the importance of 
research relationships, details relating to the contours of 
relationships are often hard to find in the published literature. 
During this presentation, we will highlight relationship building 
rationales, activities, and dilemmas from multiple research 
projects. We believe that relationship building influences 
participants� perception of the credibility of the researcher(s) 
and research processes, project dynamics and interactions, and 
the quality of data shared and reported. We demonstrate how 
relationship building is ongoing and can involve multiple phases 
of the research project including entrØe, recruitment, consenting, 
interviews, feedback, and closure activities. Further, we discuss 
challenges to relationship building, including its unpredictable, 
time intensive and even �risky� nature. We argue th at, despite 
challenges �including those imposed by/perceived wi thin 
disciplinary conventions� relationship building has  strong 
pragmatic, ideological, and epistemological support within 
community psychology and merits thoughtful public reflection 
and writing. 
 
[18] 
Is That a Finding? Approaches to Coding to Bolster 
Credibility  
Katherine McDonald, Tina Taylor-Ritzler, Erin Hayes Kelly, 
Brigida Hernandez, Jessica Veloff, Oscar Donoso, Elizabeth 
Horin, Marielle Divilbiss, & Anna Kushnir 
Two challenges to qualitative researchers include identifying 
when there is sufficient evidence to claim that a finding is 
present and discerning where a single data element fits best in a 
coding scheme. In fact, individual researchers are frequently 
questioned in scientific outlets on these very issues. There are 
several ways qualitative researchers can strengthen their ability 
to identify findings, including by using a second independent 
coder and/or engaging a team of researchers in coding the data 
collectively. Further, qualitative researchers can assess the 
credibility of their codes by engaging in line-by-line coding and 
calculating inter-rater reliability coefficients and/or by using 
consensus methods. These varied processes can increase the 
credibility of qualitative analysis by establishing clearer 
standards for coding arrived at through iterative, multi-
researcher endeavors. However, arriving at a final coding 
scheme and/or consensus is not always straightforward. In this 
presentation, we will describe various approaches to coding in 
qualitative inquiry to bolster the credibility of findings and the 
strengths and weaknesses associated with each.  
 

[19] 
Member Checking: But What if They Don�t Agree with Us? 
Erin Hayes Kelly, Susan Ryerson Espino, & Tina Taylor-
Ritzler  
The values of qualitative research dictate that meaning is 
constructed by researcher and participant together. This is 
demonstrated clearly through member checking, an accepted 
credibility check for qualitative research. Through member 
checks, data are shared with participants in order to �check� 
researcher interpretations; this provides a way for researchers to 
ask participants �Did I get it?� There are multiple  ways to 
conduct member checks, ranging from asking participants to edit 
their individual interview transcripts, to presenting results to a 
group of participants after preliminary analyses have been 
conducted. These checks can (and theoretically should) be done 
at multiple points in the research. This presentation will discuss 
a variety of ways to conduct member checks, and talk about the 
benefits and challenges associated with each. We will also 
discuss how to prioritize member checks in a resource-pressured 
research context, where time and money is limited for both 
researcher and participant. Finally, we will discuss ways to 
incorporate participant feedback, particularly feedback that does 
not match researcher�s initial interpretations. We intend this 
presentation as an interactive discussion of these issues so 
critical to conducting credible qualitative research, and look 
forward to sharing our experiences as well as soliciting audience 
input.  
 
[20] 
Conducting Qualitative Research With Limited Resources  
Michelle R. Bloodworth, Susan Ryerson Espino, & Tina 
Taylor-Ritzler 
Those conducting research in applied and under-resourced 
settings often face the challenge of trying to use qualitative 
approaches, but with limited resources, including time and staff. 
While qualitative approaches and their emphases on 
understanding complex, interrelated and/or changing phenomena 
are particularly relevant to community research, pressures 
related to a lack of resources must be managed. During this 
presentation, we will discuss solutions we have identified or 
developed to produce high quality qualitative research within the 
constraints of research and evaluation projects that are limited in 
terms of time and other resources. Some of the issues to be 
presented include ways to maintain the transparency of the 
research process, research questions and sampling strategy, as 
well as methods for collecting and coding qualitative data.  
 
[21] 
Teaching Undergraduate Community Psychology: Tips and 
Tools 
Kelly Hazel, Lorraine Gutierrez, Murray Levine, Olya Rabin-
Belyaev, Lenny Jason, Mark Creekmore, Elizabeth Thomas, 
Scot Evans, Debra Patterson, & Joseph Hughey 
Metropolitan State University, University of Michigan, SUNY at 
Buffalo, DePaul University, University of Washington at Bothel, 
Wilfred Laurier University, Michigan State University, 
University of Missouri at Kansas City 
The SCRA Council of Education Programs is sponsoring a 
roundtable discussion on the teaching of community 
psychology, prevention and/or community research and action at 
the undergraduate level. Besides a lively discussion of 
undergraduate education in community research and action, 
including a report from two Universities regarding the 
development of an undergraduate major in community 
psychology, this roundtable is organized to encourage 
participants� sharing of syllabi, assignments, innovative 
pedagogical tools and teaching tips. Each presenter has specific 
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experiences, tools or tips that they will share. We will also invite 
the winner of the first SCRA Award for Outstanding Educator to 
participate and share their knowledge with attendees. The award 
is given by the council to a SCRA member who has made 
exemplary and innovative contributions to the education of 
students about community psychology and community research 
and action.  
 
[22] 
Social Justice, Community Psychology, and the 21st 
Century: Research and Activism 
Nicole Porter, Nancy Bothne, Steven Howe, Leonard Jason, 
Chris Keys, Brad Olsen, & Julia Perilla 
DePaul University, Amnesty International, University of 
Cincinnati, Northwestern University, Georgia State University 
Community psychology may rely on exact scientific 
methodologies at the cost of engaging in the critical 
consciousness necessary for social interventions. This panel will 
respond to this challenging analysis, and offer suggestions of 
how community psychologists can engage turning research into 
practice of social justice activism. Panelists will discuss what it 
would require for community psychologists to become activists 
for second-order change, and whether the academy will move to 
make those changes. 
 
[23] 
Enhancing Graduate Experiences of Students of Color: 
Theory to Action 
Andrea Flynn, Harriette E. Wimms, Marco A. Hidalgo, 
Kenneth I. Maton, & Bernadette Sanchez 
DePaul University; University of Maryland 
Despite widespread endorsement of the benefits of diversity in 
graduate programs, students of color remain underrepresented, 
particularly at the doctoral level. However, little is known about 
the origins of these disparities or the experiences of students of 
color. The goals of the proposed roundtable are to acquaint 
audience members with a synthesis of previous studies, share 
findings from a new study, and stimulate innovative approaches 
to both research and programmatic policies surrounding students 
of color.   Using an ecological framework, previous empirical 
literature will be reviewed in terms of methodologies and 
findings. Then, findings from a recently conducted national 
study examining doctoral student experiences and perceptions of 
psychology training among African-American, Latina/o, Asian-
American and European-American students will be presented. 
Key findings will be discussed with regard to positive 
experiences, challenges, future aspirations, the role of ethnicity 
in students� educational contexts, and students� 
recommendations for improvements to psychology departments 
and the field at large.  Lastly, the presenters and audience will 
engage in small group discussions about 1) Student and faculty 
experiences, and 2) Future steps for research, intervention, and 
action. The larger group will reconvene to share new approaches 
and plan next steps, including sharing findings with program 
directors and SCRA graduate students and faculty.  
 
[24] 
How Service-Learning Can Serve Social Justice 
Colleen Loomis, Adam Davidson-Harden, & John A. 
Patterson 
Wilfrid Laurier University, Liverpool Hope University 
Service-learning research and practices need to be expanded to 
focus on how it can contribute to bringing about a more just 
world. Focusing service-learning on social justice is important 
because service-learning provides an opportunity for instructors 
to facilitate students’’ reflections to help them understand 
connections between local social justice issues and global ones. 

The purpose of this roundtable discussion is to share examples 
and ask questions about how service-learning can serve social 
justice. The session will be conducted with the organizers being 
participant-facilitators, paying careful attention to hearing 
roundtable attendees’ voices, during all rounds of question and 
discussion. First, we will begin by establishing some shared 
meanings of �service-learning� and �social justice� . Next, we 
will focus on concrete examples that roundtable participants use 
to illustrate service-learning with social justice initiatives. 
Finally, as a group, we will reflect on strategies and key 
characteristics of service-learning (e.g., types of placement sites, 
instructional exercises) that connect the learning experience to 
social justice.  
 
[25] 
Social Action: Explorations And Explanations From Social 
and Community Psychology 
Allen Omoto, Elena Marta, Anna Malsch, Debra Mashek, & 
Mark Snyder 
Claremont Graduate University, Università Cattolica  del Sacro 
Cuore, Portland State University, Harvey Mudd College, 
University of Minnesota at Twin Cities 
This symposium bridges theoretical and methodological 
approaches from social, community, and personality psychology 
and focuses on diverse forms of social action. Together, the 
presentations consider individual-level (e.g., volunteerism, 
caregiving) and community-level actions (e.g., activism, civic 
participation). Several cultural contexts and communities are 
also considered, with data drawn from incarcerated individuals, 
older adults living in retirement communities, clients and 
volunteers from AIDS service organizations, community 
residents and volunteers from the U.S. and Italy, and students. 
The presentations describe research conducted using multiple 
methods, including surveys and experiments (conducted in the 
laboratory and field), and theoretical and policy implications 
will be discussed. 
 
[26] 
Psychological Sense of Community: Conceptual Dimensions 
and (Causal) Connections to Social Action 
This presentation reviews a program of research on 
volunteerism, as well as a conceptual model of psychological 
sense of community (PSOC) and PSOC�s role in volunteerism 
and other types of social action. Illustrative findings from multi-
site, longitudinal field studies that indicate how connecting to 
communities benefits volunteers and clients of AIDS service 
organizations will be presented. In addition, a recent 
longitudinal field-based experimental study conducted in two 
different urban areas that attempted to enhance PSOC among 
approximately 630 participants (i.e., volunteers, clients, and staff 
of AIDS service organizations) through a facilitated workshop 
intervention will be presented. The results of this study provide 
evidence for the reliability and validity of a multi-dimensional 
measure of PSOC based on the conceptual model. In addition, 
the group-based intervention was successful in increasing 
PSOC, and to the extent that PSOC increased, participants had 
more positive feelings and also greater involvement in diverse 
forms of helping and social action. Combined, the results of this 
program of descriptive and experimental research conducted in 
naturalistic settings speak to the potentially powerful effects of 
PSOC. The implications of the findings for theory and practice 
on volunteerism and broad forms of social action will be 
discussed. 
 
 
 
 




